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Robert Lockwood, Jr.  passed away on Nov. 21 at Univer-
sity Hospital at Case Western. He had been hospitalized 
and in critical condition since November 3rd from a blood 
vessel that had burst in his head. He was 91. Mr. Lock-
wood’s history in the blues was of the highest stature and 
he was playing at his best until just before he fell ill.  

JT Lotozo, who called Mr. Lockwood a friend, writes this 
account of this great bluesman’s funeral.   

The Man from Turkey Scratch 
“Just Movin’ On” 

By JT Lotozo  
The first time that I heard and saw Mr. Lockwood perform 
was during the late 1960s / early 1970s in a small OSU 
area bar.  He was the opening act for a very intoxicated 
John Lee Hooker, so loaded that he could barely play. In 
contrast, Mr. Lockwood came on wearing a fine suit and a 
maroon beret, tearing off meaty half jazz / blues riffs on an 
electric 12-string guitar that blew me away.  Especially 
since in 1967 I’d bought a Venture’s model electric 12-
string and thought I’d come up with an original idea of 
playing jazz on a 12-string. Innovator, right!!! People all 
around me kept talking about Robert Johnson and Robert 
Jr., and how Eric Clapton wouldn’t even talk to anyone 
unless they knew about Robert Johnson. Never heard of 
him (then). But I knew that my ears told me that this man 
Lockwood was something else, and I thought “they got the 
billing backwards. I’d heard of Hooker, but he was nothing 
compared to Mr. Lockwood.”  

It was only by chance that I found that his funeral had yet 
to take place. While visiting Sean Carney, we checked 
the internet and found there was a public viewing on 
December 1 and an open invitation to the funeral on 
December 2.  With this information and directions, I 
decided to pay my final respects.   

I headed towards Cleveland Thursday night in a torrential 
downpour. Rain splattered against my windshield in sheets 
and gushes, at times rendering vision to best guess. I was 
listening to some of Mr. Lockwood’s CDs, and my mind 
would play back stories, jokes, and photo shots that got 
away (like the time BB King showed up at the end of the 
night and I had one shot left and I took it as they gave 

(Continued on page 6) 

Robert Lockwood Jr.  
March 27, 1915 - November 21, 2006 
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Congratulations to the newly-elected and returning 
officers and trustees for 2007, and thanks ever so 
much for all the dedication and hard work done by 
the outgoing 2006 officers.  

2006 was a terrific year for the CBA and 2007 will be 
even busier and more productive. We will start off 
with two exciting events. The first, although not a 
CBA event, is the International Blues Challenge in 
Memphis (February 1-3). As you know, we are send-
ing The Sean Carney Band and Ray “Houndog” 
Fuller as our representatives. The competition will be 
strong, but we have no doubt that Sean, Ray, Eric 
and Steve will make us proud.  

The second event is the 12th Annual Traditional 
Acoustic Blues Festival (February 24)!  In case you 
haven’t heard the details yet, turn to the back page 
and then come back here. I’ll wait........Tickets are 
only $25 for CBA members ($28/non-members) and 
are on sale now. With the lineup we have this year, it 
is sure to be a sellout, so don’t wait too long to get 
yours. Festival tickets also will make nice gifts for 
Valentine’s day or for other occasions.  

Many people have asked when we will release a new 
CD and I’m glad to say it will be very soon! Many 
new bands have formed since the last one and some 
of your favorite blues scene veterans are putting out 
new material. That is not the only good news, 
though. We will be releasing two new CDs early this 
year! Along with the “Best Of Columbus” Volume 3, 
we will be putting out a collection of unreleased re-
cordings. We haven’t made the final selections yet, 
so I’ll keep the details secret for now. I will only say 
that these performances cannot be found anywhere 
else.  

I also want to thank all of those that have helped and 
supported the CBA in 2006. If you volunteered for us 
at any event, thank you, and please continue to vol-
unteer. Without your generous donation of time and 
effort, the Columbus Blues Alliance could not exist. 
Thanks to those who donated money or other items, 
so we are able to use what we earn in better ways, 
such as bringing you live shows and putting on the 
Blues Challenge and the Traditional Acoustic Blues 
festival. Thanks to everyone that went to see a live 
show at a local club. Your continued patronage 
means you will continue to see more great shows at 
your favorite venue, and please continue to do so in 
2007. The artists and the venues all need our sup-
port. And, thank you all for supporting me, helping 
me and trusting me to continue as President into 
2007. I am very grateful.  

I have decided to close my column on a more som-
ber note. 2006 was a truly blue year for fans every 
where. We lost many artists that can never be 
equaled or replaced. You can keep them alive in 
your memories by listening to their music and 
spreading their stories to those not fortunate enough 
to have known them. Since this is a print medium, I 
am not able to ask for a moment of silence. Instead I 
have listed the names of several of those with whom 
you may have been familiar.   

With much honor, love, respect and thanks for all 
they gave us…  

Robert Lockwood, Jr.  Ahmet Ertegun  
Henry Townsend Etta Baker  
Ruth Brown  James “Snooky” Pryor 
Joe Weaver  Jessie Mae Hemphill 
Floyd Dixon   Bonnie Lee  
Willie Kent   “H-Bomb” Ferguson 
Homesick James Williamson  

...you all will be sorely missed. 
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Kevin Gregory 
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JIM GELDER AND JT LOTOZO REELECTED  

Incumbent Trustees, JIM GELDER and JT LOTOZO were 
reelected for another two year term at the Trustee election 
held on November 19.  Congratulations! 
__________________________________________

  

SEAN CARNEY AND COLIN JOHN CDs Among 
The Blues Foundation's Best Self -Produced CD 
Finalists:   

The Blues Foundation’s Best Self-Produced CD Contest 
has progressed to the second round. The following ten 
releases will proceed to the next round of judging:   

Life of Ease   - Sean Carney Band 
(Columbus Blues Alliance) 
Acoustic Land Lady

 

- Colin John Band  
 (Creekside Blues Society) 
Rain of Days

 

- Joe McMurrian  
(Cascade Blues Association) 
Headed South

 

- Blue Stew & Friends  
(Santa Barbara Blues Society)  
Ol’ Soul

 

- Laurie “Waddy” Mitchell  
(Memphis Blues Society)  
If I Was a Fish

 

- Matt Woods  (Central Iowa Blues Society)  
Mainly Blue

 

- Charles Pasi  (Blues sur Siene) 
We Are Mighty Lester

 

- Mighty Lester  
(Triangle Blues Society) 
Back To Bentonia

 

- Jimmy “Duck” Holmes  
(Crossroads Blues Society) 
Been A Long Time Coming - Root Doctor  
(Capital Area Blues Society)  

The winners will be announced at the International Blues 
Challenge in Memphis, Tennessee, February 1-3. More 
information at www.blues.org. 
__________________________________________

  

THE SEAN CARNEY BAND has been very busy traveling 
and the latest news from our vagabonds, besides getting 
ready for the IBC and having their CD in the running for the 
Best Self-Produced CDs by the Blues Foundation, is that 
they will be sponsored by the prestigious Peabody Hotel 
for their stay during the IBC.  Way to go guys! 
__________________________________________

  

GRAMMY NOMINATIONS A NNOUNCED   

The 49th Annual Grammy Awards Ceremony will be held 
in Los Angeles in February, and broadcast live on CBS TV. 
The Blues nominations are:   

BEST TRADITIONAL BLU ES ALBUM  
Brother To The Blues

 

- Tab Benoit with Louisiana's 
LeRoux  [Telarc] 
Bronx In Blue

 

- Dion  [Razor & Tie] 
People Gonna Talk

 

- James Hunter  [Rounder] 
Guitar Groove -A-Rama

 

- Duke Robillard  [Stony Plain] 
Risin' With The Blues

 

- Ike Turner  [Zoho Roots]   

BEST CONTEMPORARY BL UES ALBUM  
Live From Across The Pond   - Robert Cray Band 
[Vanguard] 
Sippiana Hericane   - Dr. John & The Lower 911  
[Blue Note] 
Suitcase   - Keb' Mo'  [Epic] 

Hope And Desire   - Susan Tedeschi  [Verve Forecast] 
After The Rain   - Irma Thomas  [Rounder] 
__________________________________________

 

B.B. KING RECEIVED T HE PRESIDENTIAL  
MEDAL OF FREEDOM AWARD  

B.B. King was one of ten recipients of the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest civilian honor, at 
the White House on December 15. The 81-year-old musi-
cian received the Presidential Medal Of Freedom from 
President Bush, who has branded King "an inspiration" to 
many American musicians.” Bush said, "For more than half 
a century, the King Of The Blues, and his guitar Lucille, 
have thrilled audiences, with King help(ing to) give the 
Blues its special place in the American musical tradition."   

The medals were established by President John F. Ken-
nedy by executive order in 1963 and are awarded to those 
who have made "an especially meritorious contribution to" 
the security or national interests of the United States, world 
peace or cultural or other significant public or private en-
deavors.  
__________________________________________

  

H-BOMB FERGUSON PASS ES  

Robert “ H-Bomb” Ferguson, a singer and pianist who 
urged listeners to “rock baby rock” at the dawn of the Rock 
'n' Roll era, died on November 26 of complications from 
emphysema and cardiopulmonary disease. He was 77.   

Allegedly discovered by Duke Ellington’s trumpeter, Cat 
Anderson, Ferguson 
played in several bands 
and then began recording 
solo for Savoy in the 
early 1950s. His re-
cordings from that era 
were compiled in a recent 
reissue, Big City Blues, 
on Rev-Ola Bandstand, 
including “Good Lovin'” 
and “Rock H-Bomb 
Rock,” both from 1952. 
“Rock H-Bomb Rock” 
was also included last 
year in a box set called 
Atomic Platters: Cold War Music From the Golden Age of 
Homeland Security on Conelrad.   

Ferguson got his Cold War-era nickname from his big 
voice. He had quit music, but resumed performing in the 
1980s and adopted colorful wigs as a trademark; he was 
said to own dozens. “I want the audience to go crazy and 
enjoy themselves,” he told The Washington Post in 1988. 
“Heck, if they don't, I will anyway.”   

"He wanted to be remembered as a performer who gave it 
his all every time," said his wife, Christine Ferguson. "His 
voice was just so magnetic - a very deep voice with a mix 

of gravel in it."   

A native of Charleston, South Carolina, the eleventh of 
twelve children, Ferguson said his interest in the Blues 
dated back to his childhood. His father, a Baptist pastor, 
paid for piano lessons, “and wanted me to do religious 
stuff,” he said. “But after church was over, while the people 
was all standing outside talking, me and my friends would 
run back inside and I'd play the Blues on the piano.”   

Cincinnati had observed H-Bomb Ferguson Day on Octo-
ber 17 and a documentary directed by John Parker, Blues 
Legend: The Life and Times of H-Bomb Ferguson, was 
debuted that day. 
__________________________________________

   

HOMESICK JAMES WILLI AMSON HAS PASSED 
AWAY  

Chicago Blues leg-
end Ho m es i c k 
James died on De-
cember 13. He was 
in his mid-90s and 
passed away resting 
comfortably in his 
home in Springfield, 
Missouri.   

Born in Somerville, 
Tennessee, he be-
gan playing guitar at 
around age ten and 
soon ran away from 
home, eventually 
becoming the last of 
the Delta players 
who made their way 

from Mississippi via Memphis to Chicago, and transformed 
the sound of post-war Blues. His slide guitar was the 
sound of Maxwell Street in its heyday. He gave various 
birthdates, but April 30, 1910, is generally accepted; some 
sources give his real name as James A. Williamson, others 
as James (or John) William Henderson. He was said to be 
a cousin of Sonny Boy Williamson, and claimed to be a 
cousin of Elmore James, to whom he was very close and 
who was certainly a major influence. He was also ac-
quainted with Robert Johnson .   

He played with virtually everybody, often as a sideman. He 
made his own first recordings for RCA Victor in 1937 and 
acquired his nickname from his classic "Homesick," re-
corded for Chance Records in 1952-53, said to be among 
his finest sessions. He recorded for many labels, including 
an album for Prestige in 1964, four tracks for an anthology 
on Vanguard in 1965, and as recently as 2004 on Fedora.   

The funeral took place on December 23 in Covington, Ten-
nessee; and then an era will be well and truly over.   

From BluesWax  

__________________________________________

  

BEST OF COLUMBUS BLUES,  
VOL III -  Deadline January 30  

The CBA's new compilation CD, The Best of Columbus 
Blues, Volume III, is in the making and we are looking for 
more bands to include in this project.  The deadline for 
submissions is January 30.  Only original songs will be 
considered.  Please contact Dotti Hildreth at 483--7390  
with questions or to submit a song.  You can also mail the 
CD to the Columbus Blues Alliance office at 1350 W. Fifth 
Ave., Suite 10-D, Columbus, OH 43212.  

(Continued on page 5) 

 


